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(d) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a) and (b)
of this section, an officer shall not act for
or exercise the powers of the Secretary of
the Army under this order if that officer
serves only in an acting capacity in the posi-
tion that would otherwise entitle him to do
so.

Sec. 2. Temporary Nature of Succession.
Succession to act for and exercise the powers
of the Secretary of the Army pursuant to this
order shall be on a temporary or interim basis
and shall not have the effect of vacating the
statutory appointment held by the successor.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 22, 1994.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:59 a.m., April 25, 1994]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on April 26. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Executive Order 12909—Order of
Succession of Officers to Act as
Secretary of the Air Force
April 22, 1994

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
3347 of title 5, United States Code, it is here-
by ordered as follows:

Section 1. Succession to Act as the Sec-
retary of the Air Force. (a) In the event of
the death, permanent disability, or resigna-
tion of the Secretary of the Air Force, the
incumbents holding the positions designated
below, in the order indicated, shall act for
and exercise the powers of the Secretary of
the Air Force:

(1) The Under Secretary of the Air Force.
(2) The Assistant Secretaries and General

Counsel of the Air Force, in the order
fixed by their length of service as perma-
nent appointees in such positions.

(3) The Chief of Staff of the Air Force.
(b) In the event of the absence or tem-

porary disability of the Secretary of the Air

Force, the incumbents holding the Depart-
ment of the Air Force positions designated
in paragraph (a) of this section, in the order
indicated, shall act for and exercise the pow-
ers of the Secretary of the Air Force.

(1) The designation of an Acting Secretary
of the Air Force applies only for the du-
ration of the Secretary’s absence or dis-
ability, and does not affect the authority
of the Secretary to resume the powers
of the Secretary’s office.

(2) In the event that the Secretary of the
Air Force is temporarily absent from the
position, the Secretary of the Air Force
may continue to exercise the powers and
fulfill the duties of his office during the
absence, notwithstanding the provisions
of this order.

(c) Precedence among those officers des-
ignated in paragraph (a) of this section who
have the same date of appointment shall be
determined by the Secretary of the Air Force
at the time that such appointments are made.

(d) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a) and (b)
of this section, an officer shall not act for
or exercise the powers of the Secretary of
the Air Force under this order if that officer
serves only in an acting capacity in the posi-
tion that would otherwise entitle him to do
so.

Sec. 2. Temporary Nature of Succession.
Succession to act for and exercise the powers
of the Secretary of the Air Force pursuant
to this order shall be on a temporary or in-
terim basis and shall not have the effect of
vacating the statutory appointment held by
the successor.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 22, 1994.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11 a.m., April 25, 1994]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on April 26. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.
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Remarks and Exchange With
Reporters on the Death of
President Richard Nixon
April 22, 1994

The President. It is my sad duty to report
to the people of the United States that Rich-
ard M. Nixon, who served as our 37th Presi-
dent, died this evening in New York City at
9:08 p.m., with his family at his side.

Hillary and I send our deepest condo-
lences to the entire Nixon family. We hope
that Tricia and Edward Cox, and their son,
Christopher; and Julie and David Eisen-
hower, and their children, Jenny, Alex, and
Melanie, know that the best wishes of all
their fellow Americans are with them during
their moment of sorrow.

It’s impossible to be in this job without
feeling a special bond with the people who
have gone before, and I was deeply grateful
to President Nixon for his wise counsel on
so many occasions on many issues over the
last year. His service to me and to our coun-
try during this period was like the rest of
his service to the Nation for nearly a half
century: He gave of himself with intelligence
and devotion to duty. And his country owes
him a debt of gratitude for that service.

We face today a world of increasing uncer-
tainty and difficult challenges, but it is a
world of great opportunity, in no small part
because of the vision of Richard Nixon dur-
ing a particularly difficult period of the cold
war. He understood the threat of com-
munism, but he also had the wisdom to know
when it was time to reach out to the Soviet
Union and to China. All Americans, indeed
all people throughout the world, owe him
what he regarded as the ultimate com-
pliment: He was a statesman who sought to
build a lasting structure of peace.

To be sure, he experienced his fair share
of adversity and controversy. But his resil-
ience and his diligent desire to give some-
thing back to this country and to the world
provide a lesson for all of us about maintain-
ing our faith in the future. In spite of every-
thing, that faith led President Nixon to leave
his mark on his times as few national figures
have done in our history and led him to con-
tinue to serve right up to the end of his life.
Indeed, no less than a month before his pass-

ing, he was still in touch with me about the
great issues of this day.

Again I say the sorrow and the best wishes
of the American people are with President
Nixon’s family. We thank them, and our pray-
ers are with them.

Q. Have you spoken to the family, Mr.
President?

The President. I have. I spoke with both
Tricia Cox and Julie Eisenhower this
evening, and we had a very good visit.

Q. Are you going to the funeral?
The President. Excuse me?
Q. Are you going to go to the funeral?
The President. I intend to go, yes.
Q. When will it be, do you know?
The President. The family has not made

announcements, and I’m not sure they’ve
made final decisions. It’s my understanding
that the funeral will be in California, and
they’ll announce something about it probably
tomorrow.

Q. Will all the Presidents be going, former
Presidents?

The President. I can’t say that.
Q. Can you tell us something about your

relationship with Mr. Nixon?
The President. Yes, well, we made con-

tact with each other shortly after—I think
shortly after the election—either that or
shortly after I came in here. And then, as
you will remember, I had him up to the
White House for a visit. We talked frequently
on the phone. I sought his advice about a
number of issues in foreign policy, and we
talked quite a lot about Russia. We had a
good, long visit right before he went to Rus-
sia, and as I said, just a month ago today,
I think, he penned his last letter to me of
his thoughts on that trip and his advice.

So our relationship continued to be warm
and constructive throughout the period of my
Presidency, and he went out of his way to
give me his best advice. And I was incredibly
impressed with the energy and the vigor and,
frankly, the rigor that he brought to analyzing
this issue.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:03 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.
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